Accidental subcutaneous injection of elemental mercury. A case report.
Subcutaneous injection of elemental mercury is a very rare situation. The authors report the case of a 31-year-old man who accidentally injected an unknown quantity of metallic mercury into his left forearm. Several surgical procedures were required to reduce the blood and urinary levels of mercury. However, the patient never developed clinical signs of chronic poisoning. This observation confirms the lower risk of acute or chronic poisoning in subcutaneous injection of mercury and the need for early excision of contaminated tissue.